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                  आज का विचार (महात्मा गाांधी के मलू्यिान िचन) 

“स्त्री अपना मात–ृपद धारण कर ले और अगर माता अपने बालक से डरती हो तो िह परुुष से डरे।“ 
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1. The right to be forgotten 

Ajit Balakrishnan, Business Standard: October 21, 2014  

On the new dimensions in the battle for online privacy 

It was 1984, and the Berlin Wall is still standing, when Gerd Wiesler - a foot soldier in the Stasi, 

the dreaded East German spy agency - is assigned to keep under surveillance a playwright, Georg 

Dreyman, who apparently is an enemy of the State. Wiesler soon discovers the real reason for the 

surveillance: Dreyman is having an affair with a movie actress that the minister of culture also 

covets. The minister's goal is to find some political charges he can pin on his rival. Wiesler, an 

idealist, though a loyal servant of the state, works silently to protect the man who he is assigned to 

keep under surveillance. 

 This is the plot for The Lives of Others, the 2006 German-language film directed by Florian 

Henckel von Donnersmarck, which, apart from winning innumerable awards, brought so 

powerfully to centre stage the issue of mass surveillance. It is believed to have influenced even 

Edward Snowden, the former United States government computer programmer who leaked, among 

other things, the news that even the phone lines of foreign heads of government, such as Angela 

Merkel of Germany and Dilma Rousseff of Brazil, were being tapped by the American government 

security apparatus. 

 Mr Snowden's revelations reveal one of the central paradoxes of contemporary life. The coming 

of the internet has made it infinitely easier for us citizens to communicate with each other; we can 

do that by email, through social media posts, through apps on phones - and from what we can see, 

citizens worldwide seem to be spending much of their day doing just that. But the way the internet 

is organised has also made it infinitely easier for governments to tap into this vast information 

flow. This is because information flow on the internet is concentrated at a few telecom companies, 

email providers and social media networks. Governments, for both valid purposes such as law 

enforcement and for improper purposes such as spying on political or commercial opponents, can 

tap into these networks in a way that was impossible for them to do in the good old days of the 

paper-post, telegraph and land-line based telephone. 

 And what is worse, it is not just overweening governments that we citizens have to worry about. 

Commercial service providers: email service providers, social media networks, e-commerce 

companies, to mention just a few, are all potential infringers of our rights. When we use one of 

these services, we entrust to them our names, our addresses, our credit-card numbers, our dates of 

birth, who our friends are, who we share a sense of intimacy with, to name just a few dimensions 

of the information we share. It is only gradually that it is dawning on us that some of this 

information we have trustingly shared can be used against us when we apply for a job or when we 

apply to admission to a college. 

 A frivolous social media post from your college days can return to haunt you when you go for a 

job interview later. Many such posts are perhaps because the internet allows you spontaneous and 

effort-free ways to express your opinions; in an earlier era, by the time you committed your silliest 

thoughts to paper, stuck a postage stamp to it, and sent it off, much time had passed. And even if 



you posted it, it would at best be seen by one or two persons - whereas, in the internet era, your 

silly idea may get forwarded around, find an unintended audience of hundreds, and exist in cold 

cyberspace for ever. 

 With this realisation has come the battles about "privacy" and the demands that explicit laws be 

passed to protect the privacy of citizens. 

 Countries differ to the extent and scope of protection of privacy laws and even on what 

information should be considered "private". In the United States, for example, there is a specific 

Privacy Act that specifies that the information about an individual that is collected and stored by 

the United States government in the normal course of its functioning must be made available for 

inspection to that individual. In addition, there are innumerable other statutes that define what use 

can be made of information about an individual's financial status, credit status and health status. 

There is even a law that prohibits asking a person her age in a job application or interview. 

The Europeans have added a new dimension to information privacy by insisting that citizens have 

a "right to be forgotten". It started in 2010, when a Spanish citizen lodged a complaint saying that 

an auction notice about his repossessed home was appearing on web search results even though 

the proceedings against him had been fully resolved; he demanded that search engines and a 

newspaper site that still showed this auction notice in search results stop doing so. The Court of 

Justice of the European Union upheld his demand and ruled that this information be removed not 

only from internet search engines' servers in Spain but also from their servers in the United States. 

A new human right, the "Right to be Forgotten", has been born, and it is going to extend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. The Narendra Modi sweepstakes 

Shreekant Sambrani, Business Standard: 21.10.2014 

With the fresh mandates, Mr Modi would be expected to deliver miracles. But that is for another day. For the 

moment, it would be cussedly churlish to deny him and his party their richly earned right to gloat 

Narendra Modi scored his fifth sweeping victory since 2002 in the state Assembly elections in Haryana and 

Maharashtra, even falling short of a majority in the latter. All these were about just one issue, Narendra Modi himself, 

except the first one in 2002 for the Gujarat Assembly. That was effectively a referendum on the riots following the 

Godhra incident, where the Gujarati voter vehemently rejected any guilt for it and gave Mr Modi an unprecedented 

majority. In all subsequent elections, Mr Modi reinvented himself. In 2007, he was the leader Gujarat had chosen to 

defend Gujarati asmita (identity) - helped along nicely by the Congress, since its vituperative "maut ka saudagar" 

epithet actually boomeranged on it. In 2012, he presented his "vikas purush" persona, and with an eye already on the 

national stage, invited others to share the state's prosperity. That avatar was in full flow in the general election earlier 

this year, further propelled by the sorry tales of Congress misrule. All these fetched handsome dividends, which is 

now a part of our folklore. 

 Mr Modi was supposed to have gambled by making the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) go it alone. Maybe so, but 

this was foretold. These state elections were crucial to the BJP's goal of establishing its primacy in the Indian polity. 

The party had to win them on its own to achieve this objective. It had depended on allies in both states to gain a toe-

hold, playing a secondary role. The states could have been easily won by the alliances following their grand success 

in the general election. But that victory would have still left the BJP a junior partner. 

BJP's chief strategist Amit Shah - hand-picked by Mr Modi as party president - knew from his Uttar Pradesh 

experience that a BJP vote share of 30 per cent plus would ensure its majority in a multi-cornered contest. Even with 

a slightly lower vote share, it would be the dominant party within hailing distance of a majority. Breaking old 

alliances was made easy in both the states by the recalcitrance of its partners, the Haryana Janhit Congress and the 

Shiv Sena. The state elections did become lotteries, but the BJP was not waiting for a lucky number. It was the 

sponsor of the sweepstakes, who gains regardless. 

This time around, Mr Modi had become the chief dream merchant. He peddled a vision of a resurgent India much 

respected and wooed by small and large global powers, a garbage-free "swachh" Bharat with toilets in every school 

and house, and best of all, a land of opportunity where the youth with well-paying jobs would drive the economy to 

new heights. Who could counter its allure? Certainly not the Congress; it seemed to have thrown in the towel even 

before the bout had begun. It feebly asked Mr Modi what his achievements to date as the prime minister were. That 

became most opportune for him to contrast his 60 days in power against the Congress' 60 years. The Congress star 

campaigners, the Gandhi mother-and-son duo, were missing in action as Mr Modi and Mr Shah barnstormed every 

corner of the two states. Their hapless incumbent chief ministers, Bhupinder Singh Hooda and Prithviraj Chavan, 

were cannon fodder to Mr Modi. He easily out-campaigned them notwithstanding hoarseness of speech and 

recycled rhetoric. 



 Large crowds flocked to his rallies to hear that very message. That this was the high season of the pre-festival 

marketing blitz was not lost on the master marketer Mr Modi. Aspirational India wanted ever more mobile phones 

and electronic gadgets. Mr Modi sensed that it also wanted his versions of good governance and development. He 

made that irresistible of all marketing pitches: since the electorate had already bought the government at the Centre 

five months ago, he was offering free another at the state level. Not surprisingly, Mr Modi's closest rivals for media 

space were those Santa Clauses, Amazon, Snapdeal and others of their ilk. 

The warriors remaining in the arena dealt in altogether different commodities: family fealty and victimhood. The 

Indian National Lok Dal (INLD) in Haryana demanded votes as tributes to Tau Devi Lal and the Shiv Sena in 

Maharashtra invoked Bal Thackeray. These maudlin appeals were garnished generously with stories of injustices: 

the current INLD patriarch Om Prakash Chautala was sent to jail for creating jobs for the poor youth, while the Sena 

was kicked out of a 25-year-old alliance by an ungrateful BJP. It was all a Gujarati conspiracy to vivisect 

Maharashtra, it hinted. No attempt was too crude to appeal to the supposed chauvinism of the Jats or the Marathi 

manoos. 

 The new generation of voters saw much merit in belonging to the mainstream. Availing of promised new 

opportunities trumped victimhood any day. That was a no-brainer except to the Sena and the INLD (and one veteran 

Marathi editor, every channel's favourite Maharashtra expert, who predicted Mr Modi's Waterloo with fewer than 

100 seats for the BJP. These, alas, were not famous last words. Pundits always live to prophesy another doomsday.) 

 With these fresh mandates, Mr Modi would be expected to deliver miracles. But that is for another day. For the 

moment, it would be cussedly churlish to deny him and his party their richly earned right to gloat. 

 Mr Modi consciously evokes Mahatma Gandhi when he handles the physical broom as he campaigns for a clean 

India. Electorally, he wields another kind of broom, that which the second most important Gandhi in India did in 

1971 and again in 1980, sweeping the opposition into the dustbin, as celebrated in the memorable R K Laxman 

cartoons of those days. 

  



3. Festive cheer: Govt set to make more employees eligible for annual bonuses 

Surabhi, Financial Express;21.10.2014  

According to the proposal, those earning upto Rs 18,000 a month will now be eligible for a bonus of upto Rs 6,000 

a month. (Reuters)According to the proposal, those earning upto Rs 18,000 a month will now be eligible for a bonus 

of upto Rs 6,000 a month. (Reuters) 

 SummaryRinging in some cheer in the festive season for the workforce... 

PM Narendra Modi to address joint session of Australian parliamentRajnath Singh to visit Mumbai as BJP set to 

start talks with Sharad Pawar's NCPIndia lagging behind in field of medical research: Prime Minister Narendra 

ModiCongress questions if Bharatiya Janata Party will ally with 'corrupt party' in Maharashtra 

 Ringing in some cheer in the festive season for the workforce, the Narendra Modi government is set to make more 

employees eligible for annual bonuses by amending the Payments of Bonus Act of 1965.  

According to the proposal, those earning upto Rs 18,000 a month will now be eligible for a bonus of upto Rs 6,000 

a month. This would be a sharp jump from the current wage ceiling of Rs 10,000 per month and a minimum bonus 

of Rs 3,500 per month or Rs 72,000 annually that is permitted at present.  

The issue was taken up at a tripartite consultation called by labour minister Narendra Singh Tomar with trade unions 

and employers on Monday to discuss amendments to the Payments of Bonus Act.  

“In view of changing scenario and price rise, the minister asked the participants to deliberate upon the ministry’s 

proposal to amend the Payment of Bonus Act by enhancing the eligibility ceiling under section 2(13) of the Act 

from Rs 10,000 per month to Rs 18,000 month and calculation ceiling under section 12 from Rs 3,500 per month 

to Rs 6,000 per month,” said an official release. Sources said that industry representatives expressed reservations 

about the revised ceilings but the government is still keen to go ahead with it.  

The wage ceiling and the entitlement ceiling were last revised in 2007 and made effective retrospectively from 2006. 

The move, which comes on the back of demands from trade unions for abolition on ceilings on payment of bonus 

due to rising inflation, was also recommended by the National Commission on Labour. Internal calculations by the 

ministry reveal that the Consumer Price Index (industrial workers) rose to 243 points from 134 points between 

November 2007 and November 2013. “The equivalent amount of Rs 3,500 works out to Rs 6,347 and that of Rs 

10,000 (eligibility limit) to Rs 18,134. Hence, there is a case in point to revise the calculation ceiling to Rs 6,000 and 

also the eligibility limit to Rs 18,000 in terms of rise in price index,” said a note prepared by the labour ministry.  

Under the Act, factories and establishments employing 20 or more persons are expected to pay bonus to their 

employees in every accounting year, provided the worker has worked in the establishment for at least 30 days. 

However, employees in Life Insurance Corporation, seamen, dock workers, university employees are excluded 

from the provisions of the Act. 

   



4. Government plays safe on coal auctions 

    The Financial Express; 21.10.2014  

The government on Monday unveiled expeditious follow-up action on last month’s Supreme Court order that 

cancelled 214 captive coal blocks effective the end of this fiscal by seeking to promulgate an ordinance to revert 

these mines to itself to create a pool and subsequently reallocate blocks from it. While central and state public-sector 

entities will be allotted blocks on a nomination basis, a specified number of the blocks will be allocated to private 

companies through e-auction for end-use purpose.  

Click here for graph  

Finance minister Arun Jaitley, who announced the decision after a Cabinet meeting, also made clear the Centre’s 

intent to move towards denationalisation of commercial coal mining. While the first tranche of blocks for e-auction 

will be for the exclusive use by the firms they are allocated to, the ordinance to be issued by the President will contain 

an enabling provision for commercial mining, Jaitley said, without giving a time-frame.  

Jaitley and power and coal minister Piyush Goyal were, however, quick to add that the interests of public-sector Coal 

India — whose 10% stake is slated to be disinvested this fiscal — would be “fully protected”. Commercial coal 

mining by the private sector, an epochal reform stalled for long for political expediency, is seen crucial for 

augmenting the country’s coal output, which is stagnating, leading to rising (and expensive) imports of the fuel. 

(India’s coal output grew at a measly 0.7% in FY14 to 562 million tonnes while imports surged 42% in FY13 and 

upon that 16% in FY14 to 169 million tonnes).  

The pool of coal blocks will be segregated for auction in such a manner that prominent end-use industries like power, 

steel and cement won’t compete with one another for the blocks and that a sufficient number of blocks goes to each 

of these sectors.  

To the chagrin of the current holders of cancelled mines, they won't have the first right of refusal in the auction 

process and will have to compete with others for retaining blocks in which many of them have invested substantially 

(the total investments in the cancelled coal blocks and their end-use plants are said to be to the tune of R2.83 lakh 

crore).  

Stating that the government's plan was to complete the reallocation in three to four months, Jaitley said that the land 

rights of the blocks will be transferred by the present holders to the new allottees on payment of compensation to be 

decided by a competent authority to be set up. The proceeds of the auction will go to the respective states, mostly in 

the coal-rich eastern part of the country.  

The apex court on September 24 cancelled all 214 captive coal blocks allocated to private companies and public-

private joint ventures it had held were illegally and arbitrarily allocated, dealing a body blow to the industry, but gave 

the government an opportunity to introduce a regime of probity and fairness in disbursal of the vital natural resource.  

The companies that were producing coal from some of these blocks (37 blocks are already producing and in another 

five production is about to start soon) were asked to pay penalties. Industry had estimated that the penalty would 



amount to some R8,400 crore given cumulative production of over 280 million tonnes till March 31, 2015, when 

the cancellation would take effect.  

 

The wait is on  

 

* Ordinance to allow land above mines to be transferred to new users  

 

* Auctions only for actual users right now  

 

* Enough mines to be put out for captive users but no right of first refusal  

 

* PSUs and state governments will get allocated mines  

 

* Ordinance to have an enabling clause for commercial mining, but no timeline set for this  

 

* Cannot call this a repeal of the Coal Nationalisation Act, says finance minister 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Govt move to ensure coal supply  

The Times of India: 21.10.2014 ZoomBookmarkSharePrintListenTranslate 

Coal Ordinance Will Bring Transparency: Cos Right step but weak on reforms, say 

experts 

|Hyderabad/New Delhi: Industry experts have lauded the decision of the Narendra Modi 

government to bring about an ordinance to carry out reforms in the coal sector and said they were 

in line with the decisions and recommendations of the Supreme Court.  

They also expressed disappointment over the non-appointment of an independent statutory 

regulator. Lack of a timeline on allowing commercial mining also came as a disappointment for 

some experts.  

“The decision to promulgate an ordinance to grant coal allocations for public entities like NTPC 

by nomination instead of auction is a good decision. As far as private entities are concerned, the 

centre has decided to create a pool of coal blocks and put them to auction in a transparent manner. 

This conforms to the decisions of the apex court,” said E A S Sarma, former power secretary.  

A more far reaching decision, according to Sarma, is to allow the host state to get the benefit of 

the auction.  

Sarma said the Modi regime has not appointed an independent statutory regulator to de-politicize 

coal mine allotments and coal pricing. “This would have been a very good reform.”  

Sarma said finance minister Arun Jaitley was misled on the issue of coal reserves in India. “His 

statement that there are abundant coal reserves in India is wrong. According to the United Nations 

framework classification, the recoverable reserve of coal in India is only 18 billion tonnes.” As per 

the Planning Commission’s projection of the coal demand in India, this reserve will not last more 

than 15-20 years.  

Former coal secretary P C Parakh said the move is aimed at dealing with the SC ruling. “I won’t 

say it is a big-ticket reform,” Parakh told TOI. He said the government had missed an opportunity 

of allowing commercial mining. “There is no timeline. This was an opportunity to come clean on 

the coal sector and allow commercial mining.” New Delhi: The proposed Ordinance for the coal 

sector will quickly allow all stakeholders to cut through the maze created by the Supreme Court’s 

order cancelling mines allotted to public sector and private players since 1993 and avoid disruption 

in supplies. First off, the SC order has rendered the mining rights, or licences, illegal. While the 

mining rights are back with the respective state governments, the land remains with the original 

allottees. The Ordinance addresses the problem regarding transfer of the blocks.  
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The land of the cancelled blocks would now vest with the government. The value of the land is to 

be decided by an empowered committee. The Ordinance is expected to make provisions for new 

allottees, to pay this amount to the original allottees, settling the issue of compensation for land.  

This process would immediately take care transfer of 74 blocks where mining is either already 

underway or is expected to begin shortly. Forty mines are already in production and mining is 

expected to start in the next six months to a maximum of two years in 34 other blocks.  

Since the e-auction is to be completed in three to four months, new allottees would come in before 

the court’s deadline for halting production from mines already in operation. This would prevent a 

disruption in supply to user industries, notably power plants. For the 34 blocks, which have all the 

clearances, the new allottees would pick up the baton of developing them from original allottees.  

The e-auction method chosen by the government does not only help ensure utmost transparency. 

But, it would also help garner a higher price for a block. This is because bidders can revise their 

bids any number of times till closure. So, a bidder whose enduse plant is ready or nearly ready 

would be willing to match the best price and pay more to win a mine since it would be vital for the 

unit.  

The enabling provision for allowing private companies to re-enter commercial coal mining is 

primarily aimed at the remaining blocks where much work regarding clearances etc remains to be 

done or haven’t been done at all. This provision could also cover the unallotted or unexplored 

blocks, where allowing private entry for commerical mining would speed up development.  

TOI had on July 3 reported that a meeting on June 10 had recommended examining the proposal 

to open up coal mining to international competition.  

Mumbai: Banks feel that a quick auction of coal blocks by the government will stave off bad loans 

in businesses connected to coal mining. Lenders are, however, awaiting the new price of coal and 

the impact it will have on corporate margins.  

“This (government decision to auction blocks) addresses our concerns to a large extent. The 

government has taken very concrete steps. We hope these auctions take place quickly within three 

or four months. We believe that going forward, the fact that the government is looking at import 

substitution bodes very well for the country considering that we have very large reserves,” said 

Arundhati Bhattacharya, chairman, State Bank of India.  

According to Bhattacharya, banks are waiting to see at what prices the coal will be coming up. 

“We have to compare this with the cost of coal when we had taken up the project. We will have to 

see how the new price impacts margins. At this point, it is very difficult to say what will happen,” 

she added. Bhattacharya said banks might have liked a right of first refusal for the current owner 



of the mines as this would have ensured that things move smoothly, but overall the decision to 

reallocate was seen as positive.  

SBI has a direct exposure to power generating units of Rs 4,300 crore. It is only after the impact 

of the new prices on the earnings are seen that the banks will review the loans. Larger industries 

that are dependent on coal are seen well placed enough to absorb any impact on their margins.  

 

A senior official at a public sector bank said that the reforms put the economy in a better position 

than prior to the Supreme Court order. This opens an opportunity to bring coal mining on a 

commercial platform and is a more efficient way of harnessing natural resources 
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Ordinance to douse coal'
fire, enable e-auctions
Proceeds ftom auction of mines to go to states; @mmercial mining to be considercd later
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